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REMARKS 

Favorable consideration of this application is respectfully requested. 

Claims 12-15 and 18 are presently active in this application. Claims 1-11, 16, 
17, and 19-40 are canceled without prejudice or disclaimer. 

The outstanding Action presented a rejection of Claims 31, 32, and 34 under 
35 U.S.C. §102(e) as being anticipated by Sninar et al. (U.S. Publication No. 
2002/0080816, Spmar), a rejection of Claims 23-30 and 37-40 under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) as being unpatentable over Molnar et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,694,154, Molnar) 
in view of Spinas and a rejection of Claims 33, 35, and 36 over Spinar in view of 
Molnar . 

Applicants acknowledge with appreciation the indication in the outstanding 
Action that Claims 12-15 and 18 are only objected to as being dependent on a rejected 
base claim but would be allowable of rewritten in independent form with all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

In response to this indication, Applicants have canceled rejected Claims 23-40 
to render the above-noted rejections applied thereto as being moot. In addition, 
Claims 12 and 18 have been rewritten in independent form so that Claim 12 includes 
all the limitations of intermediate Claim 32 and base Claim 31 while Claim 18 
includes all the limitations of base Claim 34, there being no intermediate claims. 

Accordingly, it is believed that Claims 12 and 18 are now allowable and that 
as Claims 13-15 all ultimately depend on Claim 12, Claims 13-15 should also be 
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considered allowable. Accordingly, entry of the present Amendment under 37 CFR 
§1.1 16 is respectfully requested. 

Consequently, in light of the above, the present application is believed to be in 
condition for formal allowance, and an early and favorable action to that effect is 
respectfully requested. 
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